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The cup moth larvae (Doratifera sp.) have caused a lot of damage this year. They attack many 
different eucalypts and can cause nearly complete defoliation of mature trees. They were so 
numerous this year that the footpaths beneath eucalypts were densely littered with their 
droppings. Their puparium is a cup-shaped cocoon and by now there should be millions of 
these on the trees in the district. In autumn, the adult moths which are stout, brown, very hairy 
and of medium size hatch from a circular lid in the cocoon (giving the cocoon a cup-like 
appearance). Males are about half the size of females. The adults must live a rather cryptic or a 
very short life since we never see them in large numbers, not even after a season like this one. 
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Editors’ Note 

We are always pleased when we get a response to a question posed in Whirrakee. It is Just as well 
that Tom Patullo has the last few decades of Whirrakee and its predecessor in his head, otherwise the 
‘newer’ members would have missed out on the detailed answer to the question about albinism in 
orchids! Thank you Tom. 

There has been some considerable activity by some club members in the newly launched campaign ‘A 
National Park for Bendigo’. We will bring you up to date on this in the December issue of Whirrakee 


If you have not renewed your membership fees, please pay promptly. Note that Glenise Moors is our 
new treasurer... 


Terrick Terrick State Park 

Northern Plains Grasslands Field Trip 
20 September -— Leaders: DNRE 
Author: Alf Howe 


I had an interesting day up in Plains Wanderers 


Country and saw a lot of plants I haven’t seen - 


for years which grew around Prairie and on 
uncultivated parts of Terrick West Station: 
Swainson peas, ‘Procumbens’, ‘Broughton’ 
and a tiny Marionne, Bulbine Lilies, Vanilla 
lilies, Twining Fringe Lily, New Holland Daisy 
and other daisies and buttons. Amazing what 
plants can reach maturity in a year of low rainfall 
150 mm (6 inches). Around the swamp in the 
paddock we were in, there was an interesting 20 
cm terrace where the grey soil met the red plain. 
It must have been the high water mark for 
centuries. The little terrace was abrupt. 

Several spider holes were observed with a 
woven guard of dry grass encircling each hole. 
The height of the guard was about 2.5 cm, the 
diameter of the hole up to 15 mm, the depth of 
the hole about 20 cm but variable. I have seen 
the spiders that inhabit the holes, they were 
common before cultivation. The land would be 
very marginal for cropping. Somebody would 
have tried and the results would not have been 
encouraging, grazing being the best option. 
Light grazing with sheep could be the answer to 
keeping it somewhere near the state it was in 
when it was made a State Park. 

It will need very careful management because of 
the variable rainfall from season to season on the 
Northern Plains (years of great growth and 
years when growth is minimal). 
Natural grasses will survive when the land is 
cultivated. Danthonias and Stipas will return but 
it will take 12 to 15 years to regain the original 
density. 


Over the years rabbits have not been a problem 
on the Northern Plains, with low rainfall, very 
little shrubbery and the ground too hard for easy 
digging. There used to be isolated acacias on 
the plains, Acacia oswaldii. They were looked 
on as a sign of underground water. I 


understand they were a deep-rooted tree. 

A good sighting of birds was a flock of 15 
singing bushlarks. Other birds seen: 3 Brown 
Falcons, 1 Black Falcon, Magpies, Ravens, 2. 
Spurwing Plovers, several Pipits, a pair o Willie 
Wagtails nesting in some Casuarinas (Black 
Buloke), a Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike. 

(The bulokes were on the South-Western end of 
the paddock). 


October General Meeting: The Northern 
Plains Grasslands 
Speaker: Shirley Diez, 
Author: Sabine Wilkens 


DNRE 


Tim Barlow was the advertised speaker for the 
night. Unfortunately he was unable to attend the 
meeting and Shirley Diez offered to give the talk 
instead at very short notice. This was much 
appreciated as there was not a single unoccupied 
chair in the hall and the audience had come to 
hear about grasslands. 


The vegetation referred to today as the Northern 
Plains Grasslands previously covered one third 
of Victoria, but today, less than 1% remain in 
the region of the North Central Catchment. 
(they are listed as a threatened community under 
the Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act of 1988). 


Of the Flora, 34 species are. of State significance 
and 6 species of National significance (including 
Swainson pea, blue-bushes, wattles, a leek 
orchid and a species of Leptorhynchos). Of the 
Fauna, 14 species are of State significance and 4 
species of National significance (including the 
Plains Wanderer, a Hooded Legless Lizard and 
the Scaly Foot). 


There are few trees native on the Northern 
Plains Grasslands: Yarran (Acacia omalophylla), 
Blackbox, Bulokes, Red Gum and Cypress 
Pine. 


Several sub-communities are recognised, 

Wet Grasslands, 

Roadside Grasslands, these were pulse 
grazed, infrequently but regularly, 


Rail Grasslands, these were burnt regularly, 
Grazed Annual Grasslands, these have 
been grazed periodically to almost continuously 
by sheep and cattle, 


Today’s grasslands are mostly the result of prior 
management rather than due to the climate, the 
soil type or some other environmental variable. 

_ However, to keep the present diversity of 
species on these grasslands, something like a 
regular ‘clearing’ must happen fairly regularly to 
keep the space open for the all the little plants to 
grow up amongst the grasses. It has been found 
that approximately 30% bare ground is ideal for 
maximum biodiversity as well as for the habitat 
of the Plains Wanderer in the grasslands. 


One of the reasons for the decline is that the 
majority is on high quality farmland and 
cultivation is one of the biggest threats to this 
type of vegetation. 

The damage caused by cultivation appears to be 
related to the destruction of the thin soil crust 
that establishes in a mature grassland. This soil 
crust keeps the moisture in and the weeds out. 


When deciding on the management strategies of 
the Northern Plains Grasslands this knowledge 
was taken into consideration. Depending on the 
type of grassland, regular burning or occasional 
grazing by stock will be used as part of the 
management plan. It has been found that most 
of the good quality grassland on the Northern 
Plains coincides with those areas that had been 
grazed lightly and had stock removed during 
critical times like spring. 


While we are unsure of the original vegetation of 
the Northern Plains Grasslands, current 
management practices are aimed at keeping the 
present diversity intact. 


The slides were absolutely beautiful and the talk 
was most inspiring and very timely, since an 
excursion to the same area was planned the 
weekend following the general meeting. 


This excursion was a complete success I have 
been told. It is excellent when it can be arranged 
that the talk of the general meeting relates 
directly to the excursion on the following 
weekend. 


Another Birthday! 
Jack Ipsen has recently turned 90 


Congratulations from all club members 


Atlas Update 
Author: Anne Bridely 


The new Atlas of Australian Birds is up and 
running and I’ve been pleased at the enthusiastic 
response of the local birdos. So far birds have 
been listed for the Diamond Hill area, the 
O’Keefe trail at Longlea, Junortoun (repeat 20 
minute 2 Ha counts). Junortoun (weekly area 
search within 500 m) and the central and Eastern 
Wellsford Forest, the Holdsworth Road 
Psychiatric Unit, the BFNC clubrooms, 


' Sheepwash Creek Strathfieldsaye, Whychitella 


FFR (mostly casual 20 minute counts). 


Other areas which people have expressed 
interest in covering so far include the 
Kamarooka SP, Rochester, Campaspe River at 
Rochester, Goornong, the Bendigo Sewage 
Farm, the BFNC reserve in Bennetts Road, the 
north end of the Sugarloaf Range, various parts 
of the Rushworth and Costerfield Forests, 
Lockwood, Lyell and Huntly. 


I welcome counts from other locations in the 
Bendigo area. 


So far the following birds have been listed in the 
Bendigo area for the Atlas: 
(B = confirmed breeding: nest with contents 
found or young near nest) 


B_ Black Swan 


Fuscous Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Black-chinned Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Painted Honeyeater 

New Holland Honeyeater 
Tawny-crowned Honeyeater 
White-fronted Chat 


Australian Shelduck 
Australian Wood Duck 
Pacific Black Duck 
Australasian Grebe 

Little Pied Cormorant 
White-faced Heron 
Brown Goshawk 
Collared Sparrowhawk 
Little Eagle 

Purple Swamphen 

Dusky Moorhen 

Eurasian Coot 

Masked Lapwing 
Common Bronzewing 
Crested Pigeon 

Peaceful Dove 

Galah 

Long-billed Corella 
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Musk Lorikeet 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Little Lorikeet 

Eastern Rosella 

Swift Parrot 

Red-rumped Parrot 

Pallid Cuckoo 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Horsefield’s Bronze-cuckoo 
Shining Bronze-cuckoo 
Southern Boobook 
Laughing Kookaburra 
Rainbow Bee-eater 
White-throated Treecreeper 
Brown Treecreeper 
Superb Fairy-wren 
Spotted Pardalote 

Striated Pardalote 
Chestnut-rumped Thornbill 
Buff-rumped Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Yellow Thornbill 

Red Wattlebird 

Noisy Friarbird 
Blue-faced Honeyeater 
Noisy Miner 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
-White-eared Honeyeater 
Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 


Jacky Winter 
Flame Robin 

B_ White-browed Babbler 
Varied Sitella 
Crested Shriketit 
Crested Bellbird 
Golden Whistler 
Rufous Whistler 
Grey Shrikethrush 
Restless Flycatcher 

B- Magpie-lark 
Grey Fantail 
Willie Wagtail 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike 
Olive-backed Oriole 
Dusky Woodswallow 

B_ Grey Butcherbird 

B_ Australian Magpie 
Pied Currawong 
Grey Currawong 
Australian Raven 

B_ White-winged Chough 
Richard’s Pipit 
House Sparrow 
Red-browed Finch 
Diamond Firetail 
Mistletoebird 
Welcome Swallow - 
Silvereye 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 
Common Myna 


Bird records. for the following would be 
welcome: 

- birds not.on this list and breeding records 

- threatened birds such as Swift Parrots, Regent 
Honeyeater, Painted Honeyeater and Grey- 
crowned Babbler. 

- insufficiently known (locally) species such as 


. Chestnut-rumped Heathwren, Spotted Quail- 
“thrush.. oy 


- birds ‘that maybe declining locally such as 
Speckled Warbler, Crested Bellbird, Hooded 


‘Robin, Brown Treecreeper, Peaceful Dove, 


Zebra Finch. Diamond Firetail, Jacky Winter, 
Gilbert’s Whistler, Flame Robin, Southern 


Whiteface, Banded Lapwing. 
These birds could be recorded as incidental 
records or part of a casual 20 minute count. 


It would be useful for the conservation of small 
bush birds to know where they breed. As this 
season seems to be a bad year for breeding, any 
location where breeding or small birds has 
occurred is worth knowing. 


Repeat 20 minute 2 Ha surveys could be done to 
investigate the effects of fire-control burning, 
timber cutting, thinning and firewood removal in 
forests, the removal of understorey on 
residential bush blocks by direct clearing or 
grazing, adding nest hollows, mining and after 
mining ‘rehabilitation’ compared to unmined 
areas, tree planting in farmlands. 


Bird Atlas Outings 

Improve your bird identification skills and 
contribute to the new Atlas of Australian Birds. 
These outings will be held on the first Sunday of 
the month. ; 

Contact Anne Bridley, ph. 54493479. 


December 6: Bendigo Sewage Farm. Meet 
9.30am comer Wallenjoe and Eaglehawk Epsom 
Roads. 

January 3: Englishes Bridge, Campaspe 
River. Details to be arranged. 

February 6: Foxes Bend Dam, Whipstick 
State Park 


March 6: Nerring Whipstick, Myers Flat. 


Albinism in Orchids - A reply to “Other 
Observations” in the October issue, 
page 6 

Author: Tom Patullo 


The questions asked in “Other Observations” in 
the October issue of Whirrakee page 6 on 
Albinism in Orchids is partly answered in an 
article on “Albinism in Orchids” which was 
published in the 1987, Whirrakee Vol. 8, No 4, 
page 10 (the issue with a picture of a albino 
Brown Beard on the cover). 

To save time for anyone interested in looking up 
the issue in the library, I have supplied to our 
editor, a photocopy of this article as well as a 
copy of the albino Brown Beard on the cover of 
said issue. 

(the article mentioned the occurrence of albinism 
in Calochilus robertsonii as well as in Glossodia 


major, Caladenia deformis, C. latifolia and C. 
cardiochila and closer to home at Sutton Grange 
Diuris punctata. An occasion is mentioned 
where Tom Patullo has seen a paddock at 
Strathfieldsaye with forty white Glossodia 
among the hundreds of natural coloured 
ones...ed.) 


We can take the discussion on the subject a little 
further. 

The question was asked “Would the seed of an 
albino Glossodia be viable, and if so, would the 
offspring be albino flowers? 

I am afraid that I have no definite answer to this 
question, but a few facts about the reproduction 
of our ground orchids could be interesting. 
Speaking generally our ground orchids have two 
methods of reproduction. 

Firstly by seed. This method allows for various 
cultivars or hybrids to occur, while the second 
method is by the production of daughter 
tuberoids which the plant grows on stolons or 
underground stems. Young plants grown from 
the second method, of course, grow plants true 
to type, the same as the parent. 

The orchid in question, however, Glossodia is 
different, in that it is a single-stemmed plant 
with one flower, and it grows one tuber only, 
but to continue on next year it produces only one 
replacement tuber. This, of course, produces the 
replica year after year. 

This orchid also produces viable seed as we see 
in the field, Glossodia growing, not in clumps, 
but scattered far and wide over the field as one 
would expect the wind to distribute the fine 
orchid seed. 

Notwithstanding, and as a result of many 
observations in the field over many years, I 
would say without a doubt, that the orchid 
which produces albino flowers most frequently 
would be the Glossodia. 

As quoted in the earlier article and witnessed by 
Bob Allan and myself, forty albino Glossodia 
were growing in a field of natural coloured 
orchids. What triggered this unusual display I 


. have no idea. 


As to the question asked “Would the seed from 
an albino flower be viable and would it produce 
albino offspring?”, I cannot give a positive 
answer, but I think, look to that field of forty 
albinos and the picture it would have made in a 
couple of years if all those white orchids had 
produced viable seed which all produced albino 
offspring. 

“Do albino Glossodia have viable seeds and 
produce albino offspring?” 

“T think not” 


From the Mailbag 
Author: Elaine Mathison . 


Each month the club receives a number of 
newsletters and magazines: some _ by 
subscription and some in exchange for 
Whirrakee. These are available from the club 


library. 


kReRRKKKAKEAK 


NATURE Australia(Aust. Museum Trust) 
Spring 1998 


"Ground Frogs on the Rise" by Don Driscoll 
describes some of the different species which 
live below ground, and in particular the closely 
related Turtle and Round Frogs from Western 
Australia. The Nicholas Toadlet, also believed 
to be a ground dweller, has been unexpectedly 
discovered calling from bushes some distance 
above the ground. 


"Good Parenting Peregrine Style" by Penny 
Olsen reveals that Peregrine Falcons are gentle, 
attentive parents, with the male doing most of 
the hunting for food, and the female staying 
around the nest incubating the eggs and 
brooding the chicks. 


"Red Crabs on the Run" by Steve Morris & A. 
Adamczewska reports on the changes and 
adaptations that allow crabs to live on land and 
the amazing migratory biology of the 
Christmas Island Red Crab. 


"Urban Flying-foxes" by Patrina Birt & others 
discusses the dilemma that arises when 
neighbourhoods are invaded by increasing 
numbers of flying foxes attracted by nectar 
producing plants, particularly in periods of 
drought. 


RRR AKKKK 


HABITAT Australia(ACF) 
August 1998 


"Celebrating Whaling's End" by Peter 
Brotherton outlines the history of the campaign 
to end the slaughter of whales in Australia. 


"Water Politics" by Tim Fisher & others reports 
that the result of dam and weir construction to 
harness our rivers has been sick and dying 
rivers, and questions the intense push in 
Queensland for more dams. 


RAeRKKRKKKK 


THE BIRD OBSERVER(BOCA) 
September 1998 


e Golden-shouldered Parrot: an endangered 
species 

e Bundaberg to Cape York: many bird 
watching pleasures 

e White-browed Treecreepers: north-western 
Victoria and NSW Mallee 


RAKKKKAKK 


Also received recently: 


*Newsheet(Ballarat FNC) 
October 1998 
*Castlemaine Naturalist(CFNC) 
' October 1998 
*Geelong Naturalist(GFNC) 
October 1998 
*Field Nats News(FNCV) 
October 1998 
*Sun-Nat(Sunraysia. FNC) 
Sept/Oct. 1998 
*Environment Victoria News 
Sept. & Oct. 1998 
*Volunteer: Newsletter of Threatened Bird 
Network 
September 1998 


kRARRKKKKK 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS 
CLUB 

NOVEMBER 1998 EXCURSION 
Author: John Lindner 


INTRODUCTION 

The proposal for this excursion encompasses a 
dual format: a 2 day camp for those who are able 
to spare the time, and one day visits for those 
who cannot. 


LOCATION 
Pyrenees State Forest, just out of Avoca. 


DATE 

Weekend 14 - 15 November. 

Campers arrive Friday night or Saturday 
morning. 

Day visitors arrive in the morning of either day. 


CAMPSITE DETAILS 
Location 
Main Track, 20 km approx. west 
of Avoca. See map. 
¢ Pit toilet 
e Water tank 
° Barbecue shelter, but very 
exposed to the weather. 
Choice of areas to camp 
1. North side of Main Track 
along the ridge. 
2. South side of Main Track, in 
small clearings along a track. 
Not a lot of space but 
sheltered. 
3. In the wide, open area beside 
the barbecue shelter, rather 
exposed. 


PLEASE BRING 

Warm clothing, rain gear, walking boots 

Field guides, binoculars, notebook 

A day pack would be quite useful 

Water bottle 

Note - despite Bendigo’s tendency to be warm 
around this time of year the Pyrenees can be 
quite a lot cooler. Come prepared for both 
warm and cool. 


ROUTE AND DISTANCE FROM 
BENDIGO 
Map from John Lindner at November meeting 


From Bendigo: 
Harcourt 29 
Castlemaine 9 


Newstead 16 
Carisbrook 24 
Maryborough 7 
Avoca 26 
Campsite 20 approx. 
Total = 131 km 
From Avoca: 


- Cross Sunraysia Highway and proceed on the 
road to Ararat 

- Take Vinoca Road to the right (north) 
immediately after crossing the Avoca River, 
barely 0.5 km from the Sunraysia Highway 
crossroad 


- Turn off onto Main Track 8 km approx. 
- Pass Governors Rock 2.5 km approx. 
- Pass Main Track’s junction 

with itself (another section) 5 km approx. 
- Pass Tiger Cat Track 1.5 km approx. 
- Pass Jackson Track 1.0 km approx. 
- Campsite (junction with 

Cameron Track) 2.0 km approx. 


Total = 20 km approx. 


Note: Main Track is not suitable for caravans 
due to tight bends, steep grades and 
corrugations. 


ACTIVITIES AND ATTRACTIONS 

In 1997, I completed a 2 day walk in this area 
along the Pyrenees Walking Track. It was a 
great surprise to encounter such a contrasting 
area to our local Box-Ironbark, with quite 
different topography, streams and plants. There 
is some very steep, high country, with 
extremely dry ridges and moist valleys. There 
are several delightful streams with clear running 
water and pebbly beds, lush green vegetation 
and even one or two isolated Tree Ferns. 


Eucalypts include Victorian Blue Gum, 
Candlebark and Messmate Stringybark, often 
quite tall trees. Much of the first of these has 


- been extensively logged but good stands remain 


in inaccessible, small valleys. Flowers include 
orchids (Hyacinth, Common Bird, Hooded 
Caladenias), Chocolate Lily and various daisies. 
Flowering seems to be much later than Bendigo 
due to the altitude, exposure and higher rainfall. 
By mid-November our Spring is over but there 
it is just underway. 


So our program will include exploring these 
aspects of this environment. In particular the 
Pyrenees Walking Track, which is located just 


south of the camp, will allow access to the east 
and to the west for those who are walkers. 
However, it is only fair to warn you that it has 
some very steep sections, with some 
compensating contouring ones too. You will 
probably be quite surprised what you can find 
within one kilometre of the campsite. 

There are also plenty of roads for those not 
inclined or able to walk far. 


This excursion is my final one as excursion 
organiser. Consequently there will be festivities 
and celebrations - streamers, whistles, gongs, 
sparklers, rockin’ and rollin’ kangaroos (none 
of whom will be unclothed!) and riotous 
possums (unable to say what state of dress 
they’ll be in), and possibly an element of 
decorous debauchery (for us, this means tea, 
cake and conversation). Our campouts can be 
very stimulating affairs. 


PLEASE NOTIFY 

If you intend to participate would you please 
notify me (544 83027) so that I can keep track 
of who will be expected at the camp and when. 
I will be going to Avoca on Friday evening. 


LIABILITY 

Every person participating in a BFNC 
activity does so as a volunteer in all 
respects and as such accepts full 
responsibility for any injury to 
himself/herself however incurred. The 
Association, its office bearers, organisers 
and leaders are absolved from any 
liability in respect of any injury, loss or 
damage suffered by the participant whilst 
engaged in and BFNC activity. 


Global Positioning System (GBS) 
Remember if your activities would benefit from 


such an instrument, the Club’s unit can be 
borrowed by members. Ring Anne Bridley. 


Submission to the Panel Hearing of the 
City of Greater Bendigo Planning 
Scheme 21 October 1998 
Author: Jenny Shield 


This submission is on behalf of the 


SPRING GULLY RESERVOIR AND 
DISTRICT ENVIRONMENT GROUP 
INC 


BENDIGO & DISTRICT 
ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL INC 


BENDIGO FIELD NATURALISTS 
CLUB INC 


22 October, 1998. 


1. Reasons for submitting to the Planning 
Scheme. 

2 Explanation of tour to be undertaken by 
the Panel. 

3: Our response to Council response to our 
submissions. 

4 Our comments on the schedules for 
overlays and request for changes. 


1. REASONS FOR SUBMITTING TO 
THE PLANNING SCHEME 


The issues we are concerned about in relation to 
the planning scheme are protection of native 
vegetation, prevention of land salinisation and 
protection of water quality. 


Native vegetation 


Native vegetation in Greater Bendigo belongs 
broadly to the box-ironbark vegetation 
association. As well as providing us with 
lovely surroundings which we wish to retain, 
and by providing us with beautiful plants 
adapted to our climate and soil type, box- 
ironbark forests are the most threatened forest 
type in Victoria. They are very diverse, and 
Bendigo is in one of the centres of diversity of 
Australia. They are home to more than 150 
species known to be rare or threatened . We can 
expect to lose 20% of our species during the 
next 30 years if nothing is done to prevent 
decline. For some species, it is probably too 
late to prevent their extinction. 


In addition, there are many species which are 


undocumented and their conservation status is 
unknown. For example, Elanor Mahon found 
88 species of ground spiders at one site at 
Skylark Road in the Whipstick during 6 months 
of trapping, most are unnamed. 


All the forest that remains should be retained and 
protected from threatening processes. 


In terms of the planning scheme, this means 
protection as far as is possible of the native 
vegetation remaining on private land, and 
ensuring that further development on private 
land does not cause further degradation of the 
public forested land. 


The sort of problems which could be expected is 
further pressure from passive recreation, 
invasion by weeds, destruction of vegetation 
and compaction from vehicles, loss of fauna 
from pets. Cats are particularly destructive, and 
can be considered feral once outside the house. 
The tuan a threatened species is present in 
Bendigo's forests and vulnerable to cats. Dogs 
can also be destructive where not controlled. 
They hunt kangaroos in packs, often killing or 
maiming the animals. 


Recommendation: The Box-Ironbark 
Report and subsequent documents from 
the box-ironbark forests review as well 
as Victoria's Biodiversity Strategy as well as 
Review of Issues on the Urban Fringe prepared 
by the Advisory Committee established by the 
Minister for Planning and Local Government 
May 1997 should be referred to documents in 
the Planning Scheme. The MSS needs to be 
strengthened in the area of conservation and 


protection of the environment. : 


Box-Ironbark Report: 


The status of the box-ironbark forests in Victoria 
is documented in Box-Ironbark Forests and 
Woodlands Investigation Resources and Issues 


Report by the Environment Conservation 
Council. 
p. 126: "Across the study area, over 85% of 


native tree cover has been removed, rising to 
97% in some vegetation types". 


"Conservation reserves totalling approximately 
61,000 ha or around 2% of the study area". 


p.215: Reserve system targets have been set 
under the JANIS (1997) reserve criteria and 


adopted by the Commonwealth and State 
governments for the purposes of Regional 
Forest Agreements. A target of at least 15% of 
the pre-European extent of each vegetation type 
for representation in a comprehensive, adequate 
and representative (CAR) system is proposed 
under the criteria." 


p. 125: "private land may also be included" (in 
the CAR system). "However, to be included in 
the reserve system, private land should have 
some security of management for nature 
conservation, such as a covenant attached to the 
title". 


All ecological vegetation classes (EVTs) are 
depleted and modified, with some being 
extremely depleted and modified (pp75-77). 
The vegetation is fragmented (p.78). 


There are 32 species of vertebrates whose 
conservation status is not secure (pp 245-247). 
77 vascular plant species of the inland hills are 
classified as VROT (vulnerable, rare or 
threatened) (pp 81-82). 


10 species of freshwater fish are endangered to 
rare (p. 95). 


Bendigo water quality parameters are moderate 
to poor (p. 50). 


Victoria's Biodiversity Strategy 


Victoria's Biodiversity: Directions in 
Management (p. 3) "goals for biodiversity 
management are to ensure that within Victoria: 


. there is a reversal, across the entire landscape, 
of the long-term decline in the extent and quality 
of native vegetation, leading to a net gain with 
the first target being no net loss by the year 
2001; 


. the ecological processes and the biodiversity 


. dependent upon terrestrial, freshwater and 
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marine environments are maintained and, where 
necessary, restored; 


. the present diversity of species and ecological 
communities and their viability is maintained or 
improved across each bioregion; 


. there is no further preventable decline in the 
viability of any rare species or of any rare 
ecological community; 


there is an increase in the viability of 
threatened species and in the extent and quality 
of threatened ecological communities. 


p.5 The key management approaches in the 
largely natural landscapes are: 


(protect public landscapes) 


. to maximise the conservation of biodiversity 
assets outside this reserve system, in the context 
of other uses that are ecologically sustainable. 


p.7 Key directions include: 


. Encourage industry and recreational users of 
the natural landscapes to adopt, where they are 
not currently doing so, Codes of Practice with 
the objective of conserving biodiversity values. 


p. 13 Key Management approaches in Urban 
and Urban Fringe Areas: 


to assist local government, developer, 
communities and urban infrastructure providers 
to protect and manage sites of significance; 


to promote and facilitate urban community 
involvement in the stewardship of biodiversity 
values; 


to focus resources on the more ecologically 
viable remnants. 


New format planning schemes developed under 
the VPP will provide both a consistent 
framework and a strategic direction for decisions 
on land use and development. These apply 
state-wide but are particularly relevant in urban 
and urban fringe areas. The earlier in the 
planning cycle the bio diversity values can be 
identified to all interested parties, the more 
chance there is of achieving the best biodiversity 
outcome for all stakeholders. 


p.23 under Planning 


..and the development of management 
approaches to specific risks (eg. conservation 
priority zoning schemes,.... 


What are these? 


p. 55 Of the 155 known threatened species and 
undetermined number of threatened ecological 
communities in this suite of bio regions there 
are: 
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. 96 listed vertebrates and plants, of which 26 
have Action statements 


. eight listed invertebrates, of which four have 
Action statements; 


. Two listed communities, of which one has an 
Action statement. 


The major emphasis for future biodiversity 
conservation on public land in the Victoria 
Midlands will be on the relevant agreements and 
instruments for planning, management, 
monitoring and review of public land use and 
land management. 


p. 56 
Goldfields 


. Complete and implement recommendations of 
Environment Conservation Council Special 
Investigation into the Box-Ironbark region..... 


. Identify all sites of biological significance in 
the rural landscape in conjunction with local 
government and land holders and encourage 
appropriate use of this information in local 
planning schemes. 


Protect and enhance remnant vegetation on 
public land, including rail, water frontage and 
road reserves. 


For Rivers and Streams, management responses 
(p. 131) include 


Promote in-stream and riparian vegetation 
protection and restoration as key environmental 
outcomes for the Natural Heritage Trust 
Program and coordinate the strategic restoration 
of Victorian streams to maximise biodiversity 
outcomes on the ground....... 


Ensure that 'best practice’ in restoration of 
riparian vegetation is continually developed and 
communicated to natural resource managers and 
landholders and is included in relevant codes of 
practice. 


Description of tour 


The Panel was given a map showing a number 
of sites which illustrate the problem of 
residential development of bushland. These 
were: 


1. Ausfeldii Estate (Kendall St, Ausfeldii Dr. 
and Burns St, Spring Gully 

2. Osborne St South which has high 
conservation bushland adjoining One Tree Hill 
Regional Park zoned Residential 1 (very small 
allotments) on both sides 

3. a creek between Oasis Gardens (off Palm 
Ave, Spring Gully) where fences are allowed on 
the edge of the creek bank on a creek which has 
a water quality overlay on it 

4. Samuel Court off Osborne St and adjacent 
development adjoining One Tree Hill Regional 
Park 

5. Lakewood Drive off Crook St (behind 
Kennington Primary School) showing weed 
invasion, and recharge sites where very soon 
there will be houses and gardens 

6. Two salt discharge sites near the former 
Strathfieldsaye Council offices 

7. Irkara Dr., the site for recharge for the 
Council discharge sites 

8. The Piepers Hill development (approaching 
from Erineold Rd off Strathfieldsaye Rd, 

9. Sullivans Rd, near Junortoun Rd showing 
bushland which will be subdivided into small 
blocks 

10. Tandarri Rd, Junortoun, showing some 
allotments where wholesale clearing and/or 
clearing of understorey has occurred 

11. Turners Lane, an undeveloped site with 
showy wildflowers. 


Issues raised by tour: 


1. Bushland is an asset. Residential 
subdivision obliterates bush except for a few 
trees. Residential 1 means that there is no room 
for trees on the small allotments once the house, 
driveway, swimming pool, shed are built. Even 
low density residential often destroys most of 
the bush. 


2. Subdivisions under the new planning scheme 
are not likely to have better outcomes for native 
vegetation than the tour examples, unless the 
policies and schedules and the linkages are 
tightened, even though the intention for better 
outcomes is present. For example, 
environmental performance indicators need to be 
specified in schedules. 


3. Osborne St South road reserve should have a 
VPO3 to protect the native vegetation. 


4, Planning controls on bushland subdivision 
are required to protect the bushland amenity for 
residents, buffers for protection of water quality 
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and habitat and corridors to enable dispersal of 
flora and fauna. 


5. Water quality needs protection by protecting 
creeks and creeklines instead of turning them 
into drains, by retaining or creating buffers of 
native vegetation and by controls to prevent 
salinity. 


6. Two causes of salt discharge areas are 
clearing bushland and irrigation. Recharge areas 
should remain as bushland because trees and 
shrubs intercept rainfall and prevent a rise in the 
water table. There is a community expectation 
in suburbia of lawns and introduced garden 
plants to be planted around houses. These 
require watering at many times to natural rainfall 
rate. 


7. There are many discharge sites around the 
city. Affected residents do not make this fact 
public because of the inevitable negative effect 
on property values. Salinisation affects 
buildings, roads, infrastructure. 


8. Subdivision development contractors 
frequently introduce weeds into bushland areas. 


9. Many residents clear native vegetation from 
their land. Some retain trees but clear 
understorey. Many members of the community 
are ignorant of the importance and beauty of 
bushland plants. Where vegetation retention is 
desirable, there is need for a clear statement that 
protection is required of trees and understorey. 
Past section 173 agreements have referred to 
trees above a minimum size only. 


10. There is a need to establish a wildlife 
corridor between One Tree Hill and the 
Wellsford Forest. This could be done through 
Junortoun and the land to the north where some 
vegetation still exists along Wilke Rd, Hoctors 
Lane and Atlas Rd. Thus a VPO1 overlay needs 
to be applied to Junortoun and to the north to 
Wellsford Forest, even though the bushland 
north of Junortoun is patchy. Wildlife corridor 
provisions need also to be made to link the other 
areas of forested public land. 


11. There is an urgent need for provisions for a 
buffer between residential development and 
public land. 


12. There is a need to retain native vegetation as 
street landscape features, and to replant native 
vegetation. 


The endangered regent honeyeater was a regular 
visitor to Bendigo 10 years ago. At that time 
there were a lot of large Eucalyptus street trees 
which provided abundant nectar when 
flowering. Since that time, most of these trees 
have been systematically removed, in spite of 
protests from residents. They are still being 
removed as part on the ongoing facelift referred 
to by Mr Hadley Sides on Monday. The regent 
honeyeater needs much greater nectar flows than 
that which can be provided by the trees in the 
remnant bushland. Now regent honeyeaters are 
rarely seen in Bendigo, and their numbers have 
been reduced to about 40 pairs in the 
Beechworth and Chiltern areas. 


Our Recommendations 
1. That no more bushland be zoned residential. 


2. Local policies with tight outcome-directed 
statements which will result in good outcomes 
for biodiversity protection be incorporated into 
the planning scheme. 


3. Action statements in MSS be reflected in 
appropriate zoning and appropriate tight 
outcome-directed schedules. 


4. That Junortoun area between Turners Lane 
and the Wellsford Forest have a wildlife corridor 
overlay. 


5. That ‘wildlife corridors be placed between 
other areas of public land where there is some 
existing native vegetation, e.g. through Maiden 
Gully, with a view to establishing missing links 
such as by road reserve and creekline 
revegetation. 


6. That all bushland have a VPO overlay with a 
schedule with provisions that focus on good 
outcomes for retaining native vegetation: 

- a vegetation assessment to be carried out 
during spring before any planning is begun 

- the subdivision plan to maximise retention of 
native vegetation (specify trees of all sizes plus 
understorey) 

- methods of carrying out works and providing 
services be to an agreed plan to minimise 
damage to all vegetation 

- measures to be taken to prevent introduction of 
weeds e.g. cleaning all plant, prohibition of 
bringing in any fill from another area 

- section 173 agreements to bind developer, 
builders and subsequent owners to retain native 
vegetation and restrict pet ownership 

- creation of a buffer between public bushland 
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and residential development by having vehicle 
access barriers to the public land, a street next to 
the boundary and 30m setbacks for structures 
where the development abuts public bushland. 
This is the preferred DNRE position. 

- creeks and creeklines to be retained, plus 30m 
of native vegetation on either side to be 
retained. 

- confine all building to specified building 
envelopes sited to minimise vegetation loss, e.g. 
close to access road or a cluster subdivision with 
small house allotments and a large common 
protected bushland area. 

- if understorey is lost during development there 
should be a requirement for revegetation. 

- roads with humps so as not to kill the wildlife 
(also child friendly). 


7. All current ODPs on bushland be changed so 
that they comply with the appropriate VPO 
schedule. 


8. Creeks and creeklines not be piped, but 
revegetated as a buffer to protect water quality. 


9. Retain native vegetation along streets and 
replant native vegetation where unavoidably 
lost. These provide wildlife corridors, as well 
as providing pleasing streetscapes. 


10. Recharge areas should be exempt from 
residential development. Use SMO. If 
residential development is permitted, planning 
controls should include garden of only 
indigenous native plants and severe watering 
restrictions. This fits well with 21.06-2 of 
MSS. 


11. There is a need for ERZ with a schedule on 
land abutting public forest in rural areas, 
particularly blocks which are or are almost 
surrounded by public land. Currently ERZ 
restricts grazing to 4 animals per property 
regardless of property size. Two ERZ should 
be available, one with no grazing and one with 
grazing by permit, with numbers to be 
determined by ecologically sustainable carrying 
capacity. Both could have exemptions for 
already cleared areas. ERZ also has a problem 
that "cut and fill" is allowed without a permit 
provided that the water flow is not altered where 
it enters and leaves the property. This should be 
changed to requiring a permit, dependent upon 
the demonstration that local changes to water 
drainage within the block will not affect native 
vegetation, and measures to prevent weed 
invasion from the cut and fill. 


Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


11 NOVEMBER President’s Address: 
“The Journey So Far” 


Speaker: Jane Cleary 


Excursions 


The excursion on the weekend of 14/15 
November is to the Pyrenees State Forest near 
Avoca. Details on page 8. 


The excursion on Sunday 13 December is a 
social event at Jack Ipsen’s, Lyal Glen 


Bird Observers Group 


Friday, November 6, 7.30pm 

Margaret Cameron will speak about bird 
watching in Southern Africa. 

All members are encouraged to attend. 


Friday, December 4, 7.30pm 

David Baker-Gabb from ‘Birds Australia’ will 
speak about Gluepot Station, a new 
conservation area which was purchased recently 
by the organisation. 


Excursions 


December 6: Bendigo Sewage Farm. Meet 
9.30am corner Wallenjoe and Eaglehawk Epsom 
Roads. 

This excursion is designed to improve your bird 
identification skills with the aim of contributing 
to the new Atlas of Australia Birds. 


Supper 

The usual arrangements for supper are as 
follows: members either bring a plate or pay $1 
for supper. This small amount is used to 
reimburse members who purchase essential 
supper supplies. 


15 


Other Events 


There will be a Garden Working Bee on 


Sunday 22 November 1998 
9am till 12noon 


All are welcome to this enjoyable event 
We do not only work in the garden but have a 
lovely morning tea together. 


Sn ae ee LS ee Re ee 
The Annual Hall Cleaning will be on 


Saturday 12 December 
9am till 12noon 


Please come and help clean the hall and enjoy 
each other’s company. 


Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 


Speaker: Leon Costerman 
Topic: What grows where and why: A tour of 
Victoria’s plant communities 


Members of the Club are cordially invited to 
attend the Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture to 
be presented in the Horticultural School, 
Ballarat, commencing at 7.30 pm on Friday 6th 
November 1998. The venue is at the corner of 
Gillies Street and Gregory Street. 


Leon Costerman, the speaker, has written 
several books including the well known 
reference book “Native Trees and Shrubs of 
South Eastern Australia” and the very popular 
pocket book “Trees of Victoria and Adjoining 
Areas”. 


Please contact the Hon. Secretary of the Ballarat 
Field Naturalists’ Club, Mrs Patricia Murphy, if 
you would like to attend (ph. 03 53323289). 


Picnic at Tang Tang Swamp 


Meet at the Tang for a weed pull and walk 
around and picnic lunch. 

Sunday 22 November 1998 

You need to bring chairs, rugs and a picnic 
lunch lam - 3pm. 

Contact Rod Orr (54435668) for further details 


